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FOREWORD

Surgery: A Clinical Approach represents a unique and
very special achievement by the surgical faculty at Har-
bor-UCLA Medical Center. The idea for the book was
spawned by the recognition of an unmet need among
today's medical students and house staff. That need re-
lates to the explosion of factual knowledge within the sur-
gical disciplines that all too often leaves the students and
residents overwhelmed and bewildered. In response to
this conundrum, the editors of this text set out to abstract
and codify principles, concepts, and essential surgical
knowledge into a form and format that not only should
but could be assimilated during a brief surgical clerkship.
In a unique departure from conventional texts, they have
also provided a CD-ROM keyed to the text that is in-
tended to provide the reader with as much relevant data
as desired. Thus, Surgery: A Clinical Approach has been
created specifically to be an introductory text rather than
a comprehensive compendium of surgical facts. It has
been designed to stress principles and concepts more
than the acquisition of data, although the latter has been
made readily available. The inclusion of case presenta-
tions at the beginning of each chapter is intended to im-
merse the student immediately into the "real world" of
clinical surgery in a way that is stimulating and that facili-
tates acquisition and integration of the chapter's essential
information. It is the wish of the editors and contributors
that the book be genuinely fun to read. The addition of

"Key Points" highlight boxes, which summarize the most
important information, is meant to save the student time
and permit rapid and efficient review.

The assembly of this text was, of course, a great
amount of work for the authors and a tremendous under-
taking on the part of the editors. All who contributed are
actively engaged in the education of medical students,
residents, and practicing surgeons. More importantly, all
are deeply concerned with and committed to teaching and
wanted this to be an institutional effort. The character of
the book clearly bears the imprint of the faculty's ap-
proach to student education. It is our hope that Surgery:
A Clinical Approach will serve not only to provide clini-
cally useful concepts and information, but also to stimu-
late the interest and curiosity of all students of surgery.

Bruce E. Stabile, M.D.

Professor and Vice-Chairman
Department of Surgery

University of California, Los Angeles,
UCLA School of Medicine

Los Angeles, California

Chairman

Department of Surgery
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Torrence, California
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